VISITATION SUMMARY

November 29, 2011

Dear Mr. Brewer: 

Please schedule a post observation within the next week.  You will be asked to sign the summary at that time.  If you wish to have comments attached to your visitation summary, you may do so if they reach my office within 30 days of the date this summary was given to you.

	Teacher Observed:
	Joe Brewer
	Date:
	November 8, 2011

	Subject:
	History-Beyond Our Borders
	Time:
	7:45-9:03

	Check one:
	
	6–8
	9-12

	
	
	
	

	CONFERENCE DATE:
	Pre-conference: November 7                    Postconference:

	

	LESSON OBJECTIVES:
	Students will write to learn using a “write around” strategy.
Students will work cooperative and practice communicating their thoughts clearly and in an organized manner.

	CONTENT KNOWLEDGE:
	Mr. Brewer demonstrated a strong knowledge of the concepts covered.  He had no difficulty responding to students’ questions and provided responses without difficulty.

	PREPARATIONS:
	Mr. Brewer was well prepared for the lesson and provided students with materials that supported the lesson objectives including handouts, reflection sheets, an assessment rebric and the use of educational technology.

	INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY:
	Mr. Brewer provided students with a rubric when they first walked in to the room.

“Good morning children.  Ok, this is the writing you have been waiting for.  How many of you remember the Lost Boys when they were here?  Did everyone get a chance to look at the rubric?  Let’s take a quick list at the rubric to see what we will be doing today.”  

Reviewed what students would be graded on for the quarter.

“Each going to get an article to read.  Going to read it, reflect on it, analyze it, write about it.  Read over the articles, text mark them, highlight them and then do a reflection on them.  Everyone should have their name on the top of the page.  Make sure you put the name of the article and the date and the author.  Read the article, then read your thoughts and your use of specific examples from the text.  No talking during the pass.  Use some of your outside information, what you already know.  We will pass it 3 times.  The first one will be yours and the second and third one will be what the other people wrote. “
Student asks if they are going to write on the same sheet.  JB.  “Yes, after what you wrote.  Any other questions?  Check your partner to make sure that you have your name.  Mrs. Redmond could you get the screen on for me?”
“I will give the article to you but please don’t start them yet.  You can put the name of the article on the top of your paper.  I highlighted it for you.”
Students then watched the music video about Rhwanda.

“Let’s spark your memory.  Do you remember the Lost Boys of Sudan?  Ok, so we are going to start with the assignment.  PLEASE, mark it, highlight it.  Go ahead, read the article and reflect on it.”  Push in teacher passed out highlighters.  JB walked around checking papers.  “ Remember to get your title at the top of the form.  Author and date.”

“I would encourage you, before you begin , to look at the first two points of your rubric, especially depth and use of textual evidence.  Look at 5’s.  We don’t want any 1’s in here.”

“If you are having trouble getting started, look at some words or phrases that jump out at you and that should get you going.”  If you get stuck, go back and look at your article. Look at the rubric.”  “Make some connections to what you already know……to the images of Africa that we have seen over the last 2 weeks.”  “If you have finished, look over your rubric again.” “You have 30 seconds.  Finish up your thought.”  

“Ok, pencils down, take a deep breath.  We are going to see another music video to help make connections.”  Class watched a second video.
“Ok, without talking, pass your paper clockwise.  Put your name where it says # 1.  Read the new article, connect it with your article.  Connect it with what you know.  You all met James and Michael.  You know their story.  If you go on to the back on this form there is more space on the other side.”

2 minutes left.  If everyone could just stop for a minute.  We are not criticquing what they wrote.  We are connecting it with your article.  You have 30 seconds.  Okay, finish up your thoughts.  Pass again.

“Reflect, connect.  Start at the beginning, read the title, author, date.  Read what the first person wrote, read what the second person wrote and then put down your response.  Again, you have 3 articles to connect.”  You should see how some of these articles are connected.  Start connecting the dots.””
Before we give these back to the originator we are going to watch 2 more music videos.  
“Read what people commented about.  Then we will do a say what.”

Teacher then leads discussion.  “Is there something that sticks out?”  Every student had an opportunity to comment on their article or the comments or questions written on it.  

One student talked about the treaty.  “I am not sure I any of the boys are coming back again.  It might be an interested question to ask if they come back”.



	
	Okay, we are going to watch one last video.  Another pop culture moment.
Teacher passes out paperclips.  Students put articles and rubrics in their folder.  Next class I will hand these back and you will do a self assessment on these before I grade them.

	CLASSROOM

ENVIRONMENT:
	The room contains a lot of shelves and bookcases.  Organization is needed
5 tables arranged in a “South Seneca” circle.  2 or 3 students at each table.  

Teacher demanded control over the classroom.  Student talking during writing.   “Josh, please”.  Student stopped.  There were no conflicts and all students were actively engaged.

	KNOWLEDGE OF STUDENT DEVELOPMENT
	3 Special Education boys at one table (JJH, LW, NG)  JB went several times over to JAC’s table to assist.

This lesson was a good example of using technology in education and preparing students for personal readiness and independence.  It gave students a variety of different ways to demonstrate their knowledge of the content (handouts, questionnaire) and participate in an active and enjoyable class activity

	STUDENT

ASSESSMENT
	There were multiple opportunities for both formative and summative assessment in this class.  Students were given a rubric, worked on the reflection sheet and demonstrated knowledge via verbal feedback.

	RECOMMENDATIONS
	The strengths of the lesson were :

· the active engagement of the students 

· the use of handouts and the promethean board
· the teachers engaging and active presence

I am pleased with the quality of the materials provided and the planning that went into this lesson.  The high level of organization and ability to adapt to students needs were evident in this class.  Additionally I was very impressed with how Mr. Brewer addressed each student individually, calling upon them by their first names and praising them for their opinions and correct responses.  

Recommendations:
· Go over, in more details the rubric.  
· Inform students of how much time they will have for each writing before they start.

· Have students give a brief overview of their article (what was the name of the article).

	Date:
	

	Signature of 

Administrator
	

	
	I have met with the above named administrator and attach my signature to this Observation and Evaluation Report attesting to the fact that a conference was held to discuss in this report.

	Date:
	

	Signature of Teacher
	


